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than a yard of wall. Trie walls themselves, though from
eiirht to twelve feet thick, have generally only a casing
of stone, often bevelled and built with considerable at-
tention to effect, and within are of rubble. Towards the
river they communicated with some outworks and a tower
on the hillside, at a part where the fall was not absolutely
perpendicular. Towards the south and south-east was a
perpendicular counterscarp. The keep rose magnificently
from this innermost enclosure, and towered above all
the buildings, save perhaps the tower at the south-
western limit of the fortification. Here was the king's
own dwelling, and hence a view stretched over the richly
cultivated plain of Bernieres, the glorious sweep of the
river from Gaillon and towards Eouen, and the sur-
rounding hills, thickly timbered and shutting out the
country to the north and the south-west. A grand
house, thought the French chronicler, for kings' pleasure
as well as their protection.
On the river the castle was defended not only by
the bridge and fort, but by a double stockade, which
protected the island from a force descending the stream.
The Seine is broad and swift at the bend where the
fortress stands, and the whole sweep is immeasurably
finer than the lower waters where the chalk cliffs are
left behind as the stream nears Eouen.
The siege of such a place was no military promenade.
It was the most difficult task which Philip had yet
undertaken. It differed not merely in degree from the
constant castle-taking to which the feudal fighters of
the time were habituated, for no castle in all Gaul could
compare \sith Chateau Gaillard for the combination of
natural and scientific defences.